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As a public health leader associated with the Flint case study, I realized the unsafe drinking water to be the problem to be resolved. The water contained high levels of lead. Medical researchers have proven that lead has adverse health effects among which includes hypertension and kidney damage when people continue consuming contaminated lead.
[bookmark: _Hlk62305794] The decision-makers and leaders include; Dr. Marc Edwards who was a civil and environmental engineering professor at Virginia Tech who played the role of exposing hazardous amounts of lead present in the water in Flint as well as in Washington D.C. He tested the water and discovered that it contained dangerously high levels of lead hazardous for any domestic use. Dr. Marc Edwards's morality motivates him towards conducting his tests. Additionally, he feels the responsibility of conducting the scientific study since this is his field. Secondly, the Regional EPA Administrator, Congress, and the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) are primarily financially driven. They ensured the switching of water sources from Lake Huron to the Flint River. At that period, water treatment with anti-corrosion chemicals was not done to prevent lead particles as well as solubilized lead to be released from the supply pipes interior. They overlooked the corrosive properties of the water, presented a huge financial break that eventually affected the demographic they never invested in.   
To resolve the problem, the questions to be addressed should include; How should the water system be contained and ensure that the water is purified? What is the cost of purifying and containing the water systems? Should the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) be held responsible for overseeing the problem? and if they should be held accountable, then how? Lastly, when it comes to the affected communities, how will they be compensated? The solution to these questions can provide some solutions to the issues raised during the crisis. 
The ethical dilemmas associated with the Flint case study are the resulting lead poisoning that immensely affected the children of Flint residents from years 2013 to 2015. According to the case study, the lead exposure could have led to decrements in young children's intelligence, alter development behavior, and other neurological functions. They could have impaired language skills, be aggressive and hyperactive and shorten attention span. Environmental racism is seen to rule since a majority of residents in Flint are blacks. No wonder the decision to supply them with untreated water with lead was not a big issue. The DEQ and Regional EPA Administrator overlooked the issue by ensuring the project proceeds without putting the right measures in place to protect the Flint residents. The minorities and low socioeconomic communities living in the affected areas are reported to have very high BLLs. 
Contaminated Flint water is seen to disproportionately affect low-class citizens who are less-privileged due to their color and social status. According to civil rights advocates, they believed that the health crisis in Flint gives evidence of what was later known as environmental racism. This act shows how environmental racism and injustice are ruining the lives of many African-Americans living in the United States. The DEQ ignored the fact that even the blacks have their right to a good life and should not be exposed to air, water, and soil pollution whatsoever. This is why this crisis is considered to be a result of the residents' poverty and segregating them mattered less to the rest of the Americans. 
The negotiation or mediation skills I would use include creating values to solve the problems. I would avoid being incited into an emotional response. On the other hand, it would be necessary to make attempts of eliciting it from other people. Considering Dr. Edwards having collected data on the accumulation of lead content in the water, and identifying the problems, it was never easy for him to convince authorities to find amicable solutions. He played a great role in trying to provide solutions even though the higher sources of power lacked interest in the data provided due to a lack of clear and precise blame. They also lacked the optics of the issue brought raised not to be accountable and take necessary responsibilities. 
To amend the water contamination issue in Flint, as a public health official, I would choose the right ways to contain and purify the contaminated water. Water is a necessity and everyone has a right to be supplied with safe and healthy water. The measures to solve the problem need to include changing the water supply to its source that is from Lake Huron which contains treated water. All the supply pipes initially used to supply water from Flint River to be replaced with new ones to avoid contamination of water being supplied from Lake Huron. Moreover, proper measures should be considered to treat Flint River to make sure its water is safe for use.    
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